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Decl ine and Fal l  of the Roman Empire – Volumes 1 to 6
Edward Gibbon

Th e His to r y  o f  The  Dec l in e  an d  Fa l l  o f  t h e  Ro ma n  Em pi re ,  a  ma jo r  l i te ra ry  
a ch ievemen t  o f  th e  18th  cen tur y  pub l i sh ed  in  s i x  vo l umes,  was  wr i t t en  by  t h e  
ce l ebra ted  Eng l i sh  h i s to r ia n  Edwar d  G ibbon .  Vo l ume I  wa s pub l i sh ed  i n  1776,  a nd  
wen t  t h r oug h  s i x  p r in t i n gs (a  remar ka b l e  fea t  f o r  i t s  t ime) .  Vo l umes I I  an d  I I I  wer e  
pub l i shed  in  1781;  vo l umes IV ,  V ,  V I  i n  1788-89.  Th e o r ig in a l  vo l umes were  
pub l i shed  as  q ua r to s,  a  co mmon  pub l i sh ing  pra c t i ce  o f  t he  t ime.  The  boo ks  co ver  
t he  per i od  o f  t he  Rom an  Empi re  a f t e r  M ar cus Aur e l ius ,  f ro m just  be fo re  180 t o  
1453 a nd  beyon d ,  co nc l ud ing  in  1590.  Th ey  ta ke as  th e i r  ma te r ia l  th e  beh a v io ur  
a nd  d ec is io ns  t h a t  l ed  t o  t h e  deca y  a nd  even tua l  fa l l  o f  t he  Roma n  Empi r e  in  t he  
Eas t  a nd  West ,  o f f e r ing  a n  exp la n a t ion  fo r  wh y  th e  Ro man  Empi re  f e l l .  G ibbon  i s  
somet imes ca l l ed  t he  f i r s t  "mo der n  h is to r ian  o f  a n c ien t  Ro me. "  By  v i r t ue  o f  i t s  
mo st l y  o b jec t i ve  app ro ach  a nd  h igh l y  accura te  use o f  re fe ren ce  ma ter ia l ,  
G ibbon ' s  wo rk  wa s a dop ted  a s a  mo de l  f o r  t he  me th o do l og ies  o f  19 th  an d  20 th  
cen tu ry  h i s to r ia ns .  (Summar y  f ro m Wik iped ia )

    Sou rce. . . . :  L ib r iVo x ,  h t t p : / /www. l i b r i vox .o r g
    Autho r . . . . . :  Edwa rd  G ibbo n

Vo l ume 1 Vo l ume 2 Vo l ume 3
    Run  T ime :  19 :50 :20     Run  T ime :  21 :24 :30     Run  T im e:  18 :08 :14
    Ch a pters . :  53     Cha pter s . :60     Cha pter s . :  49

Vo l ume 4 Vo l ume 5 Vo l ume 6
    Run  T ime :  21 :22 :51     Run  T ime :  20 :35 :34     Run  T im e:  17 :54 :45
    Ch a pters . :  48     Cha pter s . :  50     Cha pter s . :  42
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